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Abstract

historic low (63.9%), and the far-
Meloni, rose dramatically (from 4.3% in 2018 to 26%). The new government, 
supported by FdI, -
right executive rooted in the post-fascist tradition.

(rapid political adaptation) and growing political patronage. Its policies are 
pragmatic and cautious pro-EU, pro-NATO, fiscally conservative but marked 
by strong control over stat .

politicization of the civil service, and a mix of corporatism and patronage 
bypassing political parties. The opposition remains weak and fragmented. There 
is continuity amid change: a right-wing government that blends realism and 
nationalism but faces structural democratic fragilities.
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of Italy and emeritus professor at the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa. He 
graduated in Law in 1956 from the University of Pisa, where he was a student 
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From 1993 to 1994, he served as Minister for Public Administration in the 

50th Government of the Italian Republic, led by Carlo Azeglio Ciampi. From 2005 
to 2014, he was a Judge of the Constitutional Court of Italy, and from 2016 to 
2025, a member of the High Council of the European University Institute. Since 
2000, he has been a member of the Istituto Lombardo  Accademia di Scienze e 
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numerous books and scholarly articles in Italy and abroad. His most recent 

(Solferino, 2024) and Varcare le frontiere. Una autobiografia intellettuale 
(Mondadori, 2024). 
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